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White Collar Girls. 


. CCORDING to a dispatch to the Evening 
Star of Washington, D. C., feeling that 


men have failed to make headway in organization, 


women in New York have undertaken to organize 
the white-collar workers into a union. Girl 
stenographers regard themselves as part of the 
white-collar fraternity and they are taking the 
lead in the movement which has obtained head- 
way with a membership of something like 2,000. 
The girls are inviting all male stenographers and 
bank clerks to join the union, They call it the 
Bookkeepers, Stenographers and Accountants’ 
Union. The girls insist that the bank clerks, in 
particular, need rescue, their hours being long 
and their pay low. 

The aim of the union is a country-wide recog- 
nition of a seven-hour day for the girls in the big 
offices. The girls are willing that the hours shall 
run from eight to four, or from nine to five, but 
they insist they must have at least one hour for 
lunch. The new union seeks a minimum wage of 
$21 a week. 


Lady Astor’s Program. 
N interesting article written by Lady Astor, 
member of Parliument in England, ap- 
peared in the Pall Mall Gazette, suggesting a 
progressive program which includes slum clear- 
ance by the State; a really adequate national 
policy designed to deal with unemployment 


“amongst “skilled as well as unskilled workers” 


and “for women as well as men;” a larger ex- 
penditure on public health, particularly in respect 
to the prevention of infant mortality and better 
provision for maternity; the raising of the school 
leaving age to sixteen; more women police. “The 
problem of the unmarried mother, and the un- 
wanted child and the deserted wife, can,” Lady 
Astor declares, “only be dealt with if the man’s 
responsibility is recognized as being equal to that 
of the woman, and if our laws are brought into 
line with this recognition.” 

Lady Astor will herself support a resolution 
pressing for the gradual raising of the school 
leaving age to sixteen in view of the bad ef- 
fects of unemployment of juveniles, of the over- 
crowding of the labor market, and the desirability 
of promoting the efficiency of the future genera- 
tions of England. 


Women Win in Art Exhibit. 
WO women are prize winners at the thirty- 
third annual exhibit of the National Asso- 
ciation of Women Painters and Sculptors at the 
Fine Arts Society of New York. 
They are Alice Morgan Wright, whose sculp- 
ture, “Medea,” won the National Arts Club prize 
of $100 for the best work of art in the exhibition, 


and Theresa Bernstein, whose “Milliners” took. 


the figure-painting prize. A figure by Miss 
Wright appeared on the April 21 cover page of 
Eguac RIGHTS. 

Women of many nations are represented in the 
exhibition, including England, Poland, Italy and 
France. 


NOTES OF THE WEEK 


Woman’s Place in Industry. 


CCORDING to the report of the executive 

council of the American Federation of La- 

bor to the forty-third annual convention of that 

body which met in Portland, Ore., in October, 

men in the organized labor movement at last 

recognize that it is now demonstrated that women 
are in industry to stay. 

This report recommends the consideration and 
promotion at the earliest opportunity of an in- 
tensive organizing campaign intended to enroll 
under the banner of trade unionism all women 
wage-earners for protection and for the develop- 
ment of their economic powers. 


A Lady Lord Mayor. 


ORWICH, ENGLAND, has the honor of 
naming the first woman Lord Mayor of 
England. The dignity has been bestowed upon 
Miss Ethel Colman, daughter of the late J. J. 
Colman, M. P., a member of the mustard making 
firm. 

Several small towns have had women mayors, 
but no city of enough importance to be governed 
by a Lord Mayor has ever before chosen a woman 
for the position. The city further surprised the 
men office seekers by appointing Miss McGregor 
over the heads of many applicants to the town 
clerkship. 


Better Laws for Czecho-Slovakia Women. 


of Czecho-Slovakia indicates that after 
three years’ trial of equal rights for both sexes, 
the Government is satisfied with the part taken 
by the women and that they are responsible for 
most of the constructive and social legislation of 
the country during this period. 

At the time the constitution was adopted three 
years ago, the women of the country possessed 
no suffrage rights, nor had they ever possessed 
any under Austrian rule. Now they are allowed 
full rights of suffrage and to hold office, as well 
as seats in the house of deputies and the senate. 

Out of the 300 members of the house of depu- 
ties, 15 are women, while among the 150 members 
of the senate there are three women. 

The women members have very definitely in- 
fluenced the making of new laws. For instance, 
they have successfully proposed measures for the 
complete reorganization and the conversion into 


. State institutions of the women’s téchnical and 


industrial schools and the schools of domestic 
economy. 

They have established in all the important 
towns children’s welfare centers, and are now 


engaged on the task of regulating the legal posi- | 


tion and general advancement of the women 
teachers in the national schools. 

The activity of Czecho-Slovakia women is not 
confined to a parliamentary career. The economic 
council, instituted after the armistice to cope with 
the food shortage, was originated by women, and 
today such councils exist all over the country 
under the charge of women, controlling the food 
supplies and general domestic conditions. 


REPORT of the Constitutional Committee © 
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Indian Feminist for League of Nations. 
EMINISTS of India are gratified at 

the appointment of Mr. Sysed Hassan 
Imam, leader of the Bar in Patna, as India’s rep- 
resentative to the League of Nations. Mr, Has- 
san Imam was a stalwart supporter of the Wom- 
an Suffrage Resolution which was introduced in 
the Behar Legislative Council in November, 1921. 
He also supported Miss Hazra’s claim at that 
time for enrollment as a pleader. 


Court Rules Against Mother. 
RS. JOSEPHINE LYMAN, mother of 
17-year-old David Lyman, killed in the 
crash at the Knickerbocker Theatre in Washing- 
ton, D. C., January 28, 1922, who filed suit 
against the Knickerbocker Theatre Company as 
administratrix of her son’s estate, will be able to 
collect damages only for the loss of the boy’s 
services to his father, David H. Lyman, Jr., who 
died three months after the crash, according to a 
ruling by Justice Siddons in Circuit Court. 

The counsel for the theatre company contended 
that the boy's father was the sole next-of-kin 
who could bring suit for his death, and were sus- 
tained. 

Three other suits being tried jointly with the 
Lyman case will not be affected by the ruling. 


Woman Appointed Circuit Judge. 
R. ARTHUR BRISBANE in his column 
in the Washington Herald comments upon 
the election of Mrs. Mary Bartelme as circuit 
judge as follows: 

“Practical politicians’ said Chicago men would 
never vote to put a woman over them as judge. 
But they underestimated the average Chicago 
man’s respect for good women. | 

“Chicago is to be congratulated upon setting a 
good example to other cities. And especially to 
be congratulated are the earnest men and women 
that worked for the good result.” 


Woman Sheriff in Minnesota. 


RS. ANNA M. LOWE of Slayton, Minn., 

is the only woman sheriff in the State. 
Mrs. Lowe never carries a gun and says she has 
no time for firearms or for arming herself. She 
was appointed to the office a few months ago 
following the death of her husband, who was 
sheriff for thirty-six years. During all that time 
Lowe never carried a weapon, and Mrs. Lowe 
says she is determined to continue that policy. 


Woman Wins Marathon Race. 


ARIA MORENO, 59 years old, won the 

championship marathon dancing contest in 
Torreon, Coahuila, when she danced for 63 con- 
secutive hours, according to press dispatches 
reaching San Antonio from Torreon. 

A large number of young women were defeated 
by Mrs. Moreno. Despite the fact that marathon 
dances were introduced and forgotten, Mrs. Mo- 
reno is keeping in shape to exchange honors with 
any possible challenger of her age, whether from 
Mexico or abroad. 
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FINAL PLANS FOR THE EQUAL RIGHTS MEETING IN THE CAPITOL 


S the day draws neaf for the Equal Rights meeting in the crypt of . 


the Capitol of the United States on November 18, there is a feeling 
of expectancy in the air, a sense of the unusual, of something colorful 
and eventful ahead which always precedes the giving of anything into 
which the dramatic or ceremonial element enters. 

Headquarters is the scene of stir and bustle. Banners are being 
pressed and arranged in tall even rows about a big bare room; committee 
members are hurrying through the rooms laden with garlands of green 
and festoons of flowers for the memorial wreaths. Eager groups of girls 
sally forth under the guidance of the directors to go into the crypt for 
rehearsals, while even the speakers for the ceremony make preliminary 
experiments with different “tonal” effects that they may discover the best 
“register” to use in that cavernous apartment where the meeting is to 
be held. 

For the crypt offers problems, visual as well as oral. A double row 
of columns which are there to support the vast dome of the Capitol and 
therefore serve a most essential purpose architecturally, make it impos- 
sible to devise this meeting on the usual plan of stage and audience. But 
there is a fascination about this.very limitation. It means that the par- 
ticipants who enter and leave in processional and recessional will be seen 
and then lost, only to reappear an instant later beyond a column, to be 
lost again and then to reappear beyond another column, lending mystery, 
grace, illusion to the whole proceeding. And so with the singing and the 
speaking. There is a quality of unreality about the voices, but an en- 
hancement of beauty withal that has a strange, delightful charm. These 
limitations imposed by the architecture of the crypt are not liabilities in 
any sense. They are assets in that they stimulate the imagination and 
demand on the part of the audience a creative attitude of mind rather 
than a merely receptive one. 

The music for the meeting is to be under the guidance of two very 
able musicians. Mrs. Ruby Smith Stahl, an oratorio singer of note and 


a choir leader of ‘experience, is in charge of the vested choir of girls. 


Mr. Charles T. Ferry, well-known Washington composer and nitisician, 
will be our organist. The hymns which will be sung Have been chosen 
with great care both for their musical quality and their appropriateness 
to our memorial. Our processional hymn has for its refrain those phrases 
which we have adopted for our slogan ever since that time they were 
sung at the Inez Milholland memorial meeting. None of us can fail to 
be moved when we hear the high sweet voices of our choir girls chant— 


“Forward out of error, 
Leave behind the night, 
Forward out of darkness, 
Forward into light.” 

These words are now a tradition with us, and as such rightly belong 
to a meeting in memory of our great pioneers. 

In our presiding officer, Doris Stevens, we shall welcome again one 
of our foremost members. The speakers are also noteworthy. Among 
them, Inez Haynes Irwin, will interpret the significance of our memorial 
and bring to us unmistakably the reasons why we should continue with 
the work so nobly begun by the pioneers. 

The committees are as follows: Reserved seat section, Elsie Hill; seats 
for the public, Rowena Graves, a new recruit from Colorado Springs; 
wreaths and decorations, Clara E. Sackett, an artist of note who has 
recently joined the forces at Headquarters; banner bearers, Mabel Van 
Dyke of the District. Miss Alice Young of Boston and New York is 
assisting Hazel MacKaye in directing the general arrangements. Miss 
Young has had wide experience in producing pageants and is proving hér 
worth and ability by her skill in creating enthtsiasm and zcal on the part 
of all who share in this undertaking. 

Interest is keen in the affair and many meetings are being held where 
speakers are asked to tell the story and meaning of thé) memorial. 

We have a rare occasion before us. Again we shall pay tribute to our 
inspired leaders in the place most fitting to express our gratitude—the 
Nation’s Capitol. ~ ee sue wate Bree 


SENATOR CURTIS AND REPRESENTATIVE ANTHONY 
TO INTRODUCE AMENDMENT — 


HE National Council of the Woman’s Party at its meeting at the 
National Headquarters in Washington on November 7th voted to 
appoint Senator Charles E. Curtis, Chairman of the Senate Rules Com- 
mittee, and Representative Daniel Anthony of the Appropriations Com- 
mittee, to act as the official sponsors of the Equal Rights amendment in 
Congress. 
Both Senator Curtis and Mr. Anthony have expressed their willingness 
to act as sponsors for the measure in Congress, and to introduce it in their 
respective Houses. 


Senator Curtis was asked by the National Council to introduce the 

Equal Rights amendment in the Senate because he was one of the most 
steadfast supporters of the suffrage amendment in Congress, as well as 
one of the most influential men in the Senate. Senator Curtis offered to 
introduce the Equal Rights amendment when the proposition of such an 
amendment was first suggested, and has aided constantly since then in 
plans for the drafting of the amendment and its introduction. 
_ Representative Anthony was asked to introduce the measure in the 
House because he is a nephew of Susan B. Anthony, as well as because of 
his own valued services to the suffrage cause, and because of his position 
of leadership in the House of Representatives. He is the son of a brother 
to whom Susan B. Anthony was devoted, and during his boyhood came 
under the influence of the great suffrage leader. Mr. Anthony has sent the 
following statement to the National Headquarters: 


“I feel it a privilege to be chosen to introduce the Equal Rights amend- 
ment in the House and thus have a share in the struggle of women for Equal 
Rights which has been going on in this country for seventy-five years. 
I am planning to introduce the amendment the opening day of the session. 

“Instead of spending generations wiping away one discrimination 
against women in this State, another in some other State, and knowing all 


the while that these gains are not necessarily permanent, I believe it is wise 
to turn to our National Constitution, just as they did in suffrage, and to 
write the principle of equality for men and women into the highest law of 
our land permanently. The amendment seems to me to be concise and 
direct and will establish what I have been brought up to feel a democracy 


. Should establish—equality for men and women in all fields.” 


Anita Pollitzer, National Secretary of the Woman’s Party, is spending 
the present week in Kansas conferring with Representative Anthony 
about the procedure to be taken concerning the introduction of the amend- 
ment in Congress. Maud Younger, Congressional Chairman, is holding 
conferences with Senator Curtis, who is already in Washington, on the 
plans for future action. 

Pledges are already arriving at the Washington Headquarters in sup- 
port of the Equal Rights amendment. One of the first of these to arrive 
was from Representative Timberlake of Colorado. Mr. Timberlake wrote: 


“I am glad to pledge my vote for the Equal Rights amendment, to be 
introduced in Congress at its next session.” 
(Signed) Cuarces B. TIMBERLAKE, 
Second District, Colorado. 


Letters and telegrams of support are also arriving at the National 
Headquarters from the prominent political leaders of all parties. One of 
the most interesting is from D. W. Mulvane, the Republican National 
Committeemian from Kansas, who has just telegraphed : 


“T endorse the Equal Rights amendment, as I feel it is complete and 
to the point. It comes after three years of thorough legal research by the 
Woman’s Party on the position of women in every State. We in Kansas 
have practically established equality for men and women, and it is fitting 
that Curtis and Anthony have been selected to introduce the measure. 
I feel confident that our Kansas delegation will be in sympathy with the 
amendment.” 
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THE PARALLEL BETWEEN THE SUFFRAGE AND 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS CAMPAIGN 


HE Equal Rights movement today is in much the same position as 
was the suffrage movement in 1913, when the Woman’s Party first 
began its active work for the national suffrage amendment. Women 
today are divided into forty-eight groups—each group working for Equal 


3 Rights in its own State and each too weak in its isolation to achieve vic- 


tory—just as women were divided in the suffrage movement before they 
combined their forces upon the Federal suffrage amendment. Women 
today are working in one State for equal inheritance rights, in another for 
equal pay in government positions, just as women were once working in 
one State for school suffrage; in another for municipal suffrage and in 
another for Presidential suffrage. Women today, after seventy-five years 
of struggle in their individual States, are still far from the goal of com- 
plete Equal Rights—just as after nearly seventy-five years of struggle in 
their individual States they were far from the goal of complete suffrage. 

Probably the greatest contribution of the Woman’s Party to the fight 
for the franchise was in gathering up the suffrage strength which had been 
comparatively ineffective when divided among so many State campaigns 
and concentrating this strength upon Congress. We all remember how 
the whole outlook in the suffrage world changed when women united in a 
demand upon Congress for nation-wide suffrage by an amendment to the 
National Constitution. We remember how much more unified, how much 
more dramatic, how much more politically significant, how much more 
powerful in every way the movement at once became when women concen- 
trated their money and labor upon Congress. And we remember, further- 
more, how soon the victory was won after the active campaign for a 
national suffrage amendment was instituted. 

The Woman’s Party is now endeavoring to bring this same unity, this 


‘same dramatic appeal, this same political significance, this same general 


power into the Equal Rights movement, so that this movement also may be 
brought to a speedy and a victorious conclusion. To this end the Woman’s 
Party is introducing a national Equal Rights amendment covering all the 
varied and intricate points that women, are working for in the different 
States. In supporting this amendment the women of the forty-eight 
States can join hands, as they finally came to do in the suffrage.campaign, 
and: bring their combined strength to bear upon Congress, instead of 
working in isolation for the small items on their own local programs. 

If women will pool their resources back of the Equal Rights amend- 
ment, as they did with the suffrage amendment, complete freedom for 
women, in so far as the law can give it, will soon be established everywhere 


throughout the United States. 


Equal Rights 


THE INSECURITY OF STATE EQUAL RIGHTS 
LEGISLATION 


NE of the arguments for a Federal amendment to the Constitution, 

guaranteeing Equal Rights to men and women, is the insecurity of the 
Equal Rights laws passed by the States. What one Legislature gives, a 
later Legislature may take away. Women have to be constantly on_the 
alert to prevent the Legislatures from taking away the rights established 
by previous Legislatures. 


Our history shows many instances of late and of long ago where 
women, after unceasing toil, have won various rights through their State 
Legislatures only to have them torn from their grasp by later Legislatures. 
Let women witness the following facts and profit by the past experiences 
of their sisters : 


In 1916 the Virginia Legislature enacted a law giving the mother Equal 
Rights with the father to the custody, services and earnings of their minor 
child. A few years later this law was abrogated and in its place there exists 
today the stern rule of the common law which makes the father the sole 
natural guardian of the child and gives the mother little or no authority. 


(Ch. 417, Acts 1916. Code Sec. 5320 and notes. Hurst's Encyc. of the Va. 
Law, Seca. 1, 2 and 3 on Guardian and Ward.) 


In 1874 the Territorial Legislature of Idaho passed a statute giving a 
wife, upon the death of her husband, the same rights a husband has upon 
the death of his wife, with respect to their common property—that is, 
property which is the fruit of the joint effort of husband and wife. In 
1879 this Equal Rights law was superseded by a discriminatory statute by 
the Legislature giving the wife, upon the death of the husband, one-half of 
their common property, while, on the other hand, giving a husband, upon 
the death of his wife, all of such property, and so preventing the wife and 
mother from making provision by will for her own children out of this 
property partly acquired by her own hard labor. It was thirty years before 
the Idaho Legislature eliminated the unjust law of 1879 and again gave 
recognition in the property laws to the principle of Equality of rights which 
had first been passed by the 1874 Legislature. 

(Von Rosenberg t. Perrault, 51 Pae. 114. Scott v. Scott, 247 Fed. 976. Laws 
1879 p. 50.) 


The Nevada Legislature in 1881 passed an important Equal Rights 
measure concerning community property, but it was superseded two years 
later by an act of the Legislature denying the wife rights accorded to the 
husband. The Nevada instance is somewhat similar to the Idaho one, but, 
unlike the women of Idaho, the women of Nevada have never been able to 
regain the rights lost. 

(Act of 1873, p. 198, Sece. 10-11. Act of 1881, p. 108. 


The Washington Legislature in 1890 enacted a law opening every 
avenue of employment to women as to men and declaring that, except as to 
public office, “no person shall be disqualified from engaging in or pursuing 
any business, vocation, profession, calling or employment on account of 
sex.” Yet in 1895 the Legislature passed a law prohibiting women from 
entering certain employments. 

(Sec, 7289—Sec. 91381—96. ) 


Notwithstanding the passage of a general Woman’s Rights law by the 
Wisconsin Legislature in 1921 making Equal Rights the policy of the 
State, the Legislature of 1923, in amending a statute, continued the old but 
unjust doctrine of considering the mother of an illegitimate child its only 
parent and overlooking the father. 

(Ch. 150, Laws 1923.) | 


These are a few examples of the insecurity of the Equal Rights gains 
made through action of the State Legislatures. If, on the other hand, the 
principle that “men and women shall have Equal Rights” were written into 
our National Constitution, it would mean that Equal Rights would be 
established once and for all, in so far as anything can be permanently estab- 
lished by law. Women would no longer be subject to the whims of suc- 
cessive Legislatures—whatever else a Legislature might do, it could not 
take away from women their right to Equality with men before the law. 


Act of 1883, p. 16.) 
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LEGAL DISCRIMINATIONS AGAINST WOMEN 
HE Woman’s Party deals with By Burnita SuHecton Mattnews, L.L.M., Member D. C. Bar. to the chastity of a husband that a 
legal discriminations against | Legal Research Secretary, National Woman's Party. husband has to the chastity of his 


women by note and not by ear. In 

order to have a definite working basis in place of the vague ideas prevail- 
ing as to the legal disabilities of women in the United States, it set itself 
to the colossal task of examining all State constitutions, statutes and court 


decisions affecting the legal status of women. The work is being done in ~ 


the Law Library of the Sup 
research department. 

To show the need of Equal Rights legislation, some of the legal discrimi- 
nations existing in the States are outlined below: 


Guardianship of Children. 


The father is the sole natural guardian of minor children in Alabama, 
South Carolina and several other States. It is legally possible for a father 
in some States, as, for example, 


e Court of the United States by our legal 


ai 


wife. According to the United 
States Interdepartmental Social Hygiene Board, there are only eleven States 
which define prostitution as an act of the male as well as the female. In 
many States, as in lowa, Michigan, Mississippi and New York, the women 
are punished, while the men who employ them go free. 


Wife’s Services Belong to Husband. 


In all of the States, except probably the eight community property 
States, the services of the wife belong to the husband. Therefore, in at 
least forty States marriage is not a partnership between equals, where each 
partner owns his own labor. Nor is it a partnership where the partners 
jointly own the property acquired by their mutual efforts. 

The average couple has no property at the time of the marriage. The 

wife may spend the best years 


Georgia, Alabama and Mary- 
land, even to will away the cus- 
tody of a child from its own 


of her life laboring in the home 


DO YOU KNOW? or assisting the husband in his 


business; but if prosperity 


mother. That in Various Parts of the United States comes, all the property belongs 


Michigan, New York and 


to him. Sometimes her property 


Massachusetts are among the OMEN do not have equal rights with men over their children? even in her clothes is limited to 
States where the father alone Women cannot control or own property equally with men? the use of them, because the 
ss entitled to the services and Women cannot control their own earnings as can men? common law vests the owner- 
earnings of a minor child, and Women cannot make contracts equally with men ? ship of a married woman's 
to recover damages for their Women cannot choose their own citizenship equally with men? clothes in her husband, and some 
loss in case of a wrongful injury Women cannot inherit property equally with men? States, as South Carolina and 
to the child. In Florida, when Women cannot enter various industries on the same terms as men? Michigan, have not changed this 
the death of a minor child is Women do not receive equal pay with men for the same work? rule. 
caused by the negligence of an- Women are denied equal educational opportunities with men? 
other, the father is permitted to Women are not eligible to offices in State and local government on the Wife’s Earnings May Re Hus- 
collect damages even for the ee * terms as men? band’s Property. : 
hi > 
and of omen cannot obtain as high positions in government service as men 
mo 
The first step in winning equality for women is to change those laws being €j i poe wt m 
, — : which discriminate against women, and to enact new laws which will guar- some of the otates, as Zona 
Married Women’s Disabilities antee to women equal status and equal opportunity with men. Gale has said: “The pedestal 
Before a woman marries the Seven European Republics have written into their national constitutions does not seem to be high enough 
law presumes that she is able to the principle that men and women shall have Equal Rights. to prevent a husband from scal- 


look out for herself. For in- 


The Woman’s Party will introduce in Congress, when it- convenes, the 
following amendment to our national constitution: “Men and women shall 


ing it to collect his wife’s earn- 


stance, if she wants to run a have Equal Rights throughout the United States and every place subject ings.” In Georgia and Vermont 
millinery shop, no one will hold to its jurisdiction.” the common-law rule that the 
an inquiry as to her capacity to The Woman’s Party is also working to see that throughout life, in earnings of a married woman 
run it. But when she marries, custom as well as law, there are no handicaps of any kind placed upon belong to her husband is still in 
the law, in some of the States, women because of sex. force. The law reports of Geor- 


as in Nevada and Texas, re- 


gia abound with cases where the 


quires her to go through a com- 
_ plicated court procedure to determine her capacity to carry on a business. 
Before marriage a woman can contract and assume all kinds of liabilities 
and obligations. As soon as she marries the law of some of the States 
takes her under its wing and classes her with persons under a “disability.” 
This disability of married women still prevails in Nebraska, Michigan, 
Florida and other States, except that if a married woman has property she 
may contract in relation to her property. | 

There are certain legal documents which a married woman has no 
power to sign, and to which her signature would be worthless—at least so 
far as the law is concerned. Because it is not always easy to determine 
what she can do, and what she cannot do, legally, people are wary of 
transactions with her, and this is a real hardship if she is in business. Asa 
New Jersey court has remarked, business people are charged with knowl- 
edge of the “dangers of a married woman’s paper.” 


The Double Standard of Morals. 


In Texas a husband is entitled to divorce his wife for a single act of 
infidelity on her part, but a wife cannot divorce her husband for infidelity 
unless he has abandoned her and is living in a state of infidelity. 
Minnesota is among the States where a wife has not the same right 


husband has availed himself of 
a profit from his wife’s earnings. But in a case where an aggressive woman 
undertook to bargain to furnish her husband’s services the court solemnly 


scrutinized the contract to see if any question of force or peonage might be 
involved. 


Husband Can Collect for Loss of Wife’s Services. 

As a result of the rule that the services of the wife belong to the husband, 
he usually has the right to sue for damages for injury to her. Suits of this 
kind are maintainable in Illinois, Colorado, Delaware, Nebraska, Michigan, 
Missouri, New York, Tennessee and other States. People who are inclined 
to consider a wife’s services as of no material value would perhaps be sur- 
prised at the great value which the jury finds such services to be worth 
when the husband is suing for damages for their loss. 


Married Woman’s Property Rights Restricted. 


Laws relating to property discriminate against married women in many 
jurisdictions. Florida laws entitle the husband to manage and control 


_ his wife’s separate property. Louisiana permits only the husband to collect 


and dispose of the joint property of husband and wife, yet the Attorney- 
General of the United States has ruled that the wife must pay an income 
tax on this income. 
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In Michigan the husband has the sole right to the rents and profits 
from land held jointly by husband and wife as tenants by the entirety, and 
this is true even though the wife paid the entire purchase price of the land. 
The laws of the District of Columbia, Maryland and New York prefer men 
to women in granting administration on the estates of decedents. In 
Arkansas, West Virginia and a number of other States the father inherits 
to the exclusion of the mother when their child dies without a will and 
leaves no descendants. 


WHAT HAS BEEN WON 


HE LEGISLATION which has been fostered by the National 
Woman’s Party and passed since it undertook the Equal Rights cam- 
paign two years ago has made improvements in the status of women in 
every part of the country—the North, South, East and West. Over 
twenty-three million women in fifteen States are affected by this legisla- 
tion. In many cases the laws were drafted by women lawyers and intro- 
duced by women legislators. The Legal Research Department of the 
Woman’s Party drafted all except two of the measures adopted in six 
States—Colorado, Delaware, Georgia, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania, 
The gains made since the beginning of the Equal Rights campaign in 
1921 in the State legislatures in which the Woman’s Party has carried on 
its work may be summarized as follows: 


IN CALIFORNIA. 


Married women were given equal rights with their husbands to will 
away half of the community property, which consists of property acquired 
after marriage by the industry of either or both of the married pair. 
(Regular session, 1923.) 


IN COLORADO. 


The mother was given equal right with the father to sue for damages 
for a wrongful injury to a child. (Regwlar session, 1923.) 


IN DELAWARE. 


__ Women were given the right by Constitutional amendment to hold all 


public offices. (Regular session, 1921 and 1923.) 


Mothers were given equal right with fathers to guardianship of minor 
children. (Regular session, 1923.) 

Mothers were given equal right with fathers to inherit real estate from 
their deceased child. (Regular session, 1923.) 

Widows were given the same share in the real estate of deceased hus- 
bands as widowers have in real estate of deceased wives. (Regular ses- 
sion, 1923.) 

Wives were given equal rights with husbands to reserve a limited 
amount of yee which cannot be taken to satisfy debts. (Regular 
session, 1923. 


IN 

The mother was given equal right with the father to inherit from 
their deceased child. (Regular session, 1922.) 

Married women were expressly given the right to be appointed guar- 
dians. (Regular session, 1922.) 

Women were given the same right as men to be appointed guardians 
for their collateral relatives. (Regular session, 1922.) 


IN LOUISIANA. 

Women were given the right to hold all civil and political offices. (Spe- 
cial session, 1921.) 

Women were given the right to be appointed administrators or execu- 
tors on the same terms as men. (Special session, 1921.) 

Women were given the right to be appointed as notaries public. (Spe- 
cial session, 1921.) 

Women were given the right to act as 
inventories.” (Special session, 1921.) 

Women were made “capable of all kinds of engagements and func- 
tions.” (Special session, 1921.) 

Widows were given the right to retain the guardianship. of their chil- 
dren after re-marriage. (Special session, 1921.) 

Women were given the right to be made guardians of children on the 
same terms as men, by will of the surviving parent, or by appointment 
when the parent dying last leaves no will. (Special session, 1921.) 

Women were given the same right to act as guardian of their grand- 
children as possessed by the grandfather. (Special session, 1921.) 

Women were given the right to an equal voice in the sale or mortgage 
of the family home so that the family home “shall not -* * * be 
validly sold or mortgaged except with the consent of both —_— and 
wife.” (Special session, 1921.) 


“witness assisting at public 


Equal Rights 


Women Discriminated Against in Public Office. 

In seeking appointive positions or offices, women find themselves at a 
disadvantage because of sex. Always in the government service, whether 
State or Federal, men are given the preference in appointments. Recently 
the voters of Oklahoma refused an amendment to their constitution pro- 
viding for the eligibility of women for office in that State. 

So there remains much for women to do to attain complete Equal 


Rights. 


Women were admitted to membership in the “family meeting” which, 
in Louisiana, passes by law upon matters pertaining to the family. (Spe- 
cial session, 1921.) 


IN MAINE. 
Women were given the right to jury service. (Regular session, 1921.) 


IN MARYLAND. 


Women were given the right to hold various public offices previously 
confined to men. (Regular session, 1922.) 


IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


Mothers were given equal rights with fathers in appointing a guardian 
for their children by will. (Regular session, 1922.) 


IN MISSISSIPPI. 


Mothers were given equal rights with fathers to the care and custody 
of their children and to the services and earnings of their children. (Regu- 
lar session, 1922.) 


IN NEW YORK. 


Mothers were given equal rights with fathers to custody of a child 
when the parents are living apart without divorce. (Regular session, 
1923.) 
Girls were given the same protection as boys with respect to capacity 
to make wills of personal estate. (Regular session, 1923.) . 

Mothers were given equal right with fathers to inherit real estate from 
their deceased child. (Regular session, 1923.) — 

Women were given the right to inherit equally with men relatives in 
equal degree of kin in cases not otherwise provided for by statute. (Regu- 
lar session, 1923.) 


IN OHIO. 


Mothers were made joint guardians with fathers of minor children 
and given equal right to the children’s services and earnings. (Regular 
session, 1923.) 

Married women were given the same right to choice of a voting resi- 
dence that married men have. (Regular session, 1923. ) 

Mother’s consent as well as father’s consent to marriage of minor child 
made necessary. (Regular sesston, 1923.) 
“sy as well as men were made of age at 21. 


IN OKLAHOMA. 


Women were given the right to hold all State elective offices, but this 
measure must be ratified by a vote of the people before it becomes a law. 
(Regular session, 1923.) 


IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


Married women were given the right to choose their own domicile for 
purpose of voting or holding office. (Regular session, 1923.) — 

Married women were given the right to divorce on grounds more 
nearly equal to those of ‘adh ow (Regular session, 1923.) 

Wives were given the same right as husbands to acquire settlement 
for poor relief. (Regular session, 1923.) 


IN VIRGINIA. 


Women were given the right after marriage to choose their own resi- 
dence for voting purposes. (Regular session, 1922.), 

Women were given equal inheritance rights with men. 
sion, 1922.) 

Women were given a claim upon the estate of a deceased husband 
equal to the claim of a husband upon that of his deceased wife. (Regular 


session, 1922.) 

Women were given the same rights as men with regard to administra- 
tion of estates. (Regular session, 1922.) 
IN WISCONSIN. 


_ Women were given all rights under the law possessed by men. (Regy- 
lar session, 1921.) | 


(Regular session, 


(Regular ses- 
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD 


HIS coming fortnight will see the formal launching of the Equal 

Rights amendment to the National Constitution, with the deputation 
by the National Women’s Party to President Coolidge on November 17 
and the opening of the lobby campaign upon Congress at the same time. 

The famous card-index of Congress, used in the suffrage campaign, 
is now being revived by the Woman’s Party to be used in connection with 
the campaign for the Equal Rights amendment. 

Maud Younger, Congressional 
Chairman of the Woman’s Party, states 
that she plans to have this card-index 
completed before the deputation by the 
Woman’s Party to President Coolidge, 
so that it may be used as a basis for 
presenting to the President the situa- 
tion in Congress on the Equal Rights 
amendment. 

Miss Younger states that the card- 
index contains a complete list of Sena- 
tors and Representatives and a record 
of each interview with them by mem- 
bers of the Woman’s Party. It con- 
tains a statement of each Congress- 
man’s position on the Equal Rights 
amendment, making clear whether or 
not he is a friend of the movement or 
whether he is on the fence. It also 
vives general information, making it 
one of the most comprehensive and 
best analyzed sources of political infor- 
mation in the country. | 

This card-index will also be used by 
the delegates who will come to the 
Capitol for the lobbying campaign, 
which will start simultaneously with 
the deputation to the President, two weeks before the convening of Con- 
gress. Delegates from practically every State will assemble in Washington 
to interview their Senators and Representatives as they return to Washing- 
ton on the subject of the Equal Rights amendment, and this lobbying cam- 
paign will continue until Congress opens. After the opening of Congress 
the lobbying will go forward on a still larger scale. 


MRS. O. H. P. BELMONT, 


President of the Woman's Party, who 
will lead the deputation to President 
. Coolidge, the on 


Interest Increases in Louisiana. 


AVINIA EGAN, National Organizer of the Women’s Party, who is 
on an extended organization tour in Louisiana, reports a successful 
ten-days’ trip through the northern parishes. After a conference with Mrs. 
J. D. Wilkinson, State Chairman, in Shreveport, Miss Egan visited Mt. 
Lebanon, Ruston, Tallulah and Arcadia; renewing old memberships and 
securing new ones. In Jonesboro on October 26 she spoke to a group of 
splendid women in the afternoon, and at a mass-meeting of citizens at the 
court house that night. 
Writing from Shreveport, Miss Egan says: 


“The women all over the State are taking a keen interest in politics, 
both local and national. An election for State officers, including the Gov- 
ernor, takes place in January. One candidate for Governor has announced 
himself definitely in favor of Equal Rights, and one candidate for State 
Auditor is asking for women’s votes upon a platform of fair play for 
women citizens. 

“Mrs. T. E. Brown of Oakdale, a member of the Woman’s Party, is a 
candidate for the State Senate, and Mrs. Wasey of Lake Charles is running 
for the Legislature. 

“Mary Garden, Chairman of the Musicians’ Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, sang here last night. Mrs. Wilkinson sent her a gor- 

eous basket of white and yellow chrysanthemums, tied with purple ribbon. 
t occupied a conspicuous place on the stage and occasioned much com- 
ment.” 


Mrs. Wilkinson and Miss Egan have addressed letters to the candidates 
for Governor of the State, Hon. Henry L. Fuqua and Hon. Hewett 
Bouanchaud, requesting definite statements concerning their position on the 


question of Equal Rights and the policy which they expect to pursue in 
regard to this matter if elected. Mr. Fuqua, the Democratic candidate, 
has included an Equal Rights plank in his platform, as follows: 


“Woman has acquired a new status in the affairs of the world. Always 
heretofore she has exercised her influence indirectly. In this country and 
many others she now has the right and opportunity of direct action. She 
should be whole-heartedly received into the field of government and given 
a fair and square chance to work with men for the common good. I do 
not know of any better way to do this than to urge them to take the respon- 
sibility of suffrage and office when the duty presents itself. I firmly believe 
that a more general representation of the sex in the Legislature will be for 
the public benefit. The inherent intuition and common sense of woman 
will, I believe, strongly tend to banish from the field of politics the fraud, 
the demagogue and the humbug. They are not to be imposed on by clamor 
and vainglory. With men and women working whole-heartedly together, 
I am convinced that it will not be difficult to solve questions of discrimina- 
tion or inequality to the best of the common good, and to the interest and 
welfare of the motherhood of Louisiana.” 


Vetel Meow Yok, 


M* BERNICE MARKS STEARNS, Chairman of the Twenty- 
fifth Congressional District of New York, writes that at a tea given 
in honor of Mr. Alex. H. Garnjost, Assemblyman-elect of the Fourth Dis- 
trict of New York, Mr. Garnjost expressed himself as favorable to the 
whole program of the National Woman’s Party. 

“TI am pleased to report,” writes Mrs. Stearns, “ that I have been for- 
tunate in securing a press chairman for the Twenty-fifth Congressional 
District. Her name is Mrs. H. D. K. A. Barrett of Dobbs Ferry, owner of 
the Dobbs Ferry Sentinel. She expects to reach the 72 newspapers of 
Westchester for me. None of these is syndicated, and since the distances 
are very great it has been impossible for me to get adequate publicity here- 
tofore. 

“You have the correspondence referring to the Congressman from my 
District. The State Senator pledged his support last year, and spoke for 
us in the Resolutions Committee of the Republican Convention in Albany. 
I will visit the other Assemblymen-elect in the Twenty-fifth Congressional 
District before the Legislature convenes.” | 


Word From Illinois. 


ISS REBECCA HOURWICH, National Organizer of the National 

Woman's Party, is in Chicago to start the Middle West campaign 
for the Equal Rights amendment. Dr. Frances Dickinson, State Chair- 
man, has sent out a circular-letter to the members of the party in Illinois, 
containing information concerning the amendment and explaining the need 
of permanent headquarters in so strategic a center as Chicago. She has 
requested the members to serve on deputations to their Congressmen and 
to urge them to vote for the Equal Rights amendment. 


Sentiment Grows in Kansas for the Amendment. 


4 HAT Kansas sentiment is behind the Equal Rights amendment,” 

writes Miss Anita Pollitzer, Secretary of the National Woman’s 
Party, “was emphasized this week when the Good Government Club of 
Topeka met at the home of Mrs. Lilla Day Monroe and passed the follow- 
ing resolution : | 

‘Whereas the Good Government Club of Topeka has for years be- 
lieved and worked for equality for men and women, and | 

“ ‘Whereas there still exists in this country discrimination in the law 

inst women; be it 

“ *Resolved, That we endorse the amendment to be introduced in Con- 
gress when it convenes which declares that men and women shall have 
equal rights throughout the United States and every place subject to its 
jurisdiction, and that we urge our entire Kansas delegation in the Senate 
and House to support and vote for the amendment and to do all in their 
power to secure its speedy passage.’ 

“Kansas can indeed be proud,” continues Miss Pollitzer, “that its 
forward-looking view on equality for men and women is evidenced by the 
fact that the National Woman’s Party has chosen Senator Curtis and 
Congressman Anthony to launch this amendment which will make a new 
legal tradition for women all over the country.” 


| 
* 
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District of Columbia Activities. 


HE presentation to Congress of the amendment for Equality, with its 
attendant activities, has roused great interest in Washington. The 


National Headquarters has become the meeting place for the members of 


various groups for teas and conferences. 

On Sunday afternoon the young girls who are to act as banner-bearers 
at the ceremony at the Capitol met for instructions. Miss MacKaye, 
sitting in a low chair by an open fire in the beautiful old drawing room 
of the Headquarters, told something of the meaning of the celebration, 


described the costumes and planned for a rehearsal. Tea was served 


informally and later the girls went to the Capitol to inspect the Crypt and 
halls where the pageant will be staged. 

The bulletin boards standing in front of the Headquarters at the foot 
of the terrace are a source of great interest to the neighbors and to the 
passers-by, who stop to look at the photographs and drawings and to read 
the clippings and circulars placed behind the glass. 


Colorado Springs Going Strong. 


ISS ERNESTINE PARSONS, State Chairman of the Colorado 
Springs Branch of the National Woman’s Party, writes: 


“We feel that we have made a good start and that things are actually 
moving. We have the State Teachers’ Association behind us. 

“November 9th we will have a tea and meeting at Mrs. Frances L. 
Glassell’s, where Mrs. Lillian Kerr, State Organizer, and I will speak. 
Miss Katherine Courtney is chairman of this district. Mrs. Elsie M. Rupp, 
Chairman of the local Ways and Means Committee, will put on a rummage 
sale November 15th, and Mrs. Ada E. Bell is arranging a movie benefit. 
Mrs. Kerr will work here this week, and next week will go to Pueblo. 

“At a meeting held at 1815 North Tejon street the work of organizing 
precincts was started. Mrs. Helen Lovejoy was elected Chairman of 
Precinct 1, with Mrs. E. G. Davis, Vice-Chairman. Mrs. Laura Shellen- 
berger was chosen Chairman of Precinct 2, with Mrs. Kathleen Fryhofer, 
Chairman. An outline of the campaign for the Equal Rights amend- 


ment was read at the meeting. 

“In response to letters sent out by the Third Congressional District 
to the Colorado delegation in Congress, replies have been received to date 
from Senators Adams and Phipps, and from Representatives Timberlake 
and Hardy. 

“An effort is being made to raise a research fund for the purpose of 
publishing a synopsis of the Colorado laws which discriminate against 


women.” 


Equal Rights 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 


REASURER’S REPORT, Edith Ainge, Treasurer, National Wom- 
an’s Party, Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C. Auditors: American 
Audit Company. | 
Receipts of National Headquarters, De-ember 7, 1912, to November 
2, 1923, $1,228,552.30. 


Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts, November 2, 
1923, to November 9, 1923: 


Miss Lillian L. Heller, D. C...... $1.00 Mrs. Rosalie Sronson.......... 50 
Miss Ray Palkin, D. C........... 1.00 Miss Alice Burney............ .50 
Mrs. G. H. Depne, D. C.:....... 1.00 Mrs. Nannie Burke............ 50 
Miss Nellie Trail, D. C.......... 10.00 Mrs. Jessie D. Hard........... 50 
Mrs. Legare Obear, D: C......... 20.00 Mrs. Mabel Crouch............ .50 
Miss Julia Pollitzer, N. Y........ 20.00 Mrs. A. S, Mackey............ 50 
Mrs. Adele G. Guthredge, D.C... 5.00 Mrs. F. Emma Bishop, W. Va... 100.00 
Miss Mary Billings Green, Conn.. 1.00 Miss Clara E. Sackett, Mass..... 5.00 
Miss Hazel Bartlett, D. C........ 20.00 Miss Emma Ward, Md.......... 5.00 
Mrs. Izetta Jewel Brown, W. Va. 10. Miss Virginia Winters, D. C.....: 1.00 
Miss M. L. McMorris, D. C...... 5.00 Mrs. Carolyn D. Dillon, Md...... 1.00 
Miss Joy Webster, D. C.......... 15.00 Miss Mary C. McCafrey, D.C... 1.00 
Miss Elizabeth Berrien, D. C..... 12.00 Miss Alice J. Whitcomb, D. C.... 50 
Miss Emma Skrivanek, D. C..... 2.00 Mrs. Anna Thode, Ill............ 1.00 
Mrs. Nellie Fletcher, D. C....... 1.00 Miss Bertha Christman, D.C..... 1.00 
Miss Florence Ranger, N. Y..... 1.00 _ Dr. J. Elizabeth Hoyt-Stevens, 
Mrs. Hortense R. Casey, D. C.... 2.00 1.00 
Miss Grace W. Huntington, D. C. . 5.00 Miss Agnes L. Minnick, D. C.... 10.00 
Ot nat D.C. 5.00 Mrs. Edwin B. Jones, Del....... 25.00 
. Mary O'Malley, D. C........ 10.00 Per Louisiana Br : 
Mrs. J. W. Whitcomb, Kan...... 10.00” “Gtancy 
Mrs. Burgess Van Vichten, Kan.. 1.00 Mrs. J. P. Thurmond 
Dr. Margaret Bostwic, Kan...... 1.00 Mrs. Bessie T. Ferguson....... 
Mrs. Rozella M. Bennett, Kan.... 1.00 Mrs L. S. Flournoy.......... 5 
Miss Cynthia Monroe, Kan....... 1.00 Mrs. L. F. Marbury........... 
Miss Violet R. Crumbine, Kan... 1.00 Mrs. Beatrice M. Meredith... 
Miss Beatrice Shakeshaft, Kan.. 1.00 Mrs. R. C. Jeffress bby 
Mrs. A. E. J. Tovey, England.... 5.00 Mrs. Virgil C. Pipes.......... 1 
Per New York City Committee : Mrs. Jessie S. Begbie.......... 5 


Mrs. M. Stanlyetta Titus-Werner 59.00 
Miss Louies Delant, Dk 1.00  - 


Miss Mabel P. McNaughton.... -~ .50 

Miss Marie Louise Wallace.... 50 . Miss Eliza G Blerrat a 

Mrs. Edith M. Brand.......... 50 

Mrs. Paul Conkling...:....... 50 Mrs. B. P. Bergeron.......... 

Mrs. A. Mis. J. W. Anderson.......... 

Mrs. K. Fritz. .50 Mrs. Josephine D. Titche...... 

Miss Juliet B. Steinthal........ 50 Miss Lula Pipes.............. 

Mrs. Laura M. Rosenblath..... 2.50 
Miss Marguerite A. Salomon.. 50 Rent of rooms at Headquarters.. 207.15 
Mrs. Edith M. Crone.......... 50 

Mrs. M. Frankfurt............ 50 Total receipts through Novem- 
50 Total receipts, December 7, 1912, 

50 to November 9, 1923...... $1,229,179.45 


TELEPHONE: 
President, Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont, Gail Laughlin, 
New York. . 
. id Alice Paul, New Jersey. Second Vice-Chairman, Mrs. Agnes 
National Council, Elsie Hill, Morey, Massachusetts. 
Connecticut. 


OBJECT of the organization is to secure for women equal rights with men. 


ACTIVE MEMBERS—$10.00 a year. 


LIFE MEMBERS—$1,000, no further dues. 
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JOIN THE NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY—National Headquarters: Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C. 


LINCOLN 1366. 


MEMBERSHIP is open to all women who will support this object without regard to the interests of any political party. 
CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP: 


FOUNDERS—tThose who contribute $90 in addition to $10 annual dues before opening of Congress in December. 


. Secretary, Anita Pollitzer, South Caro- 
na. 
Treasurer, Edith Ainge, New York. 


Advisory Council Chairman, Mrs. John 
Ropers. New York. 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS—$1.00 a year. 


ENDOWERS—tThose who contribute $5,000, no further dues. 


every woman can be sure to find here just the shoes she wants at the price she wants. 


WYMAN Slozs 19 Lexington St., Baltimore, Md. 
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BALTIMORE OPEN FORUM 
Eighth Season, Which, Beginning November 18, Meets Every Sunday at 
3 P. M. in Hazazer’s Hall, 111 West Franklin Street 


Vital problems discussed by able speakers. Questions from the floor. 
Everybody welcome—except the Headless Horseman and Simple Simon. 


November 18—Dr. Richard W. Hogue on “Working and Thinking.” 
November 25—William Jett Lauck, noted industrial economist, on “Coal.” 


December 2—James H. Maurer, President Pennsylvania Federation of 
Labor, on “What I Saw in Furope.” 


December 9—Paul Blanchard, League of Industrial Democracy, on “The 
Fascisti at Home and Abroad.” 
Advertisement. 
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